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Kendrick and his group challenged the fairness 
of the Adolescent Family Life Act.  This act 
authorized the use of federal money to teach 
abstinence-only sex education to teenagers 
and allowed federal money to go to religious 
organizations.  

First 
Amendment: 
Establishment 
of Religion

Decided 
in favor of 

Bowen
Do AFLA’s provisions, 
requiring its beneficiaries to 
involve both religious and 
governmental organizations 
in addressing the problems 
of teenage sexual relations 
violate the First Amendment’s 
Establishment Clause?

The Court rejected 
the claim that the 
Act violated the First 
Amendment’s freedom of 
religion.  


